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 Dear Parishioners, 

In Gratitude to God and You in the Service of this Parish, 

 

 

 

Deacon Mark Quayhackx 

FEBRUARY 2019 
NEWSLETTER 

  

 Winter is here in full force, we just got a few inches of snow and the frigid air is coming 

in a couple of days, as of this writing.  The snowbirds got out of here in time to miss all this fun.  

I have always wondered at the beauty of nature as I look out the window at the fresh coat of pure 

white snow.  Yes, snow and ice is dangerous, but it is beautiful at the same time.  In the Divine 

Office that I pray each morning and evening, the prayers that are prayed work on a four week 

cycle.  During that four weeks priests, deacons and religious pray all 150 psalms, plus different 

readings and verses from the old and new testaments.  One of my favorites we pray is during Sunday 

morning prayer of weeks 1 and 3, it comes from the book of Daniel and it is about how all of God’s creation 

praises the lord.  A portion of it goes like this: “Every shower and dew, bless the Lord. All you winds, bless 

the Lord. Fire and heat, bless the Lord. Cold and chill, bless the Lord. Dew and rain, bless the Lord. Frost 

and chill, bless the Lord. Ice and snow, bless the Lord.  Nights and days, bless the Lord.”  It reminds me 

each time I pray it that no matter what I see outside my window it is all for the praise and glory of God. 

February may be the shortest month of the year but it is full of activity.  We have winter sports in full 

swing, people are getting all their stuff together so they can file their taxes, the middle of the month is 

Valentine’s Day, etc. … The rush and the all the activity of the holidays are over.  We seem to always wait 

for the holidays to have family together and celebrate each other because we always seem too busy 

otherwise.  Having a death in the family myself makes me realize how important getting together with 

family is no matter what time of year it is, it should not take a death or a wedding to get everyone together.  

Just sitting down for a family meal seems to be a chore now a days.  When I was growing up there was no 

excuse, short of being sick or on our deathbed, to miss the evening meal together.  It was a time to talk 

about our day and to simply be a family together.  I think our society needs to try to get back to that as 

much as possible. 

 Speaking of the death in the family, my father-in-law Don, Linda, and I would like to thank all those 

who have sent cards or just simply expressed their condolences to us with the death of my mother-in-law 

Cathy Manzel.  We will be going to Michigan sometime in late spring or summer for a private service.  

Cathy was one who never liked being in the spotlight and did not want any kind of public service.  She 

battled Alzheimer’s for many years and no one likes to watch their loved one deteriorate that way.  She is in 

a much better place now standing straight and tall doing all the things she loves to do.   

May God bless you all this month! 


